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Introduction

Background/Purposes

This project igart of an ongoingeffort to survey the historic properties withiand adjoining
the original Cortez townsitdt follows thefirst three phases of the project,in whichthe City of
Cortezsurveyed the propertiesn the residential neighborhoodlong Montezuma Avenue and
in the residential/commercial transition area between Montezuma Avenue and Main Street.

This projectis located on the north side dfiain Street within the original townsitelt isfunded
by aCertified Local Government (CLG) grant (5D 16).

The survey results contribute to the knowledge and appreciation of the history of the
development of Cortezl'he City will use thsurveydatato guide future planning, development
and interpretationprojects Theproject results also provide valuable information for property
owners contemplating restoration or rehabilitation of théiistoric property.

Federal Funding Acknowledgement

The activity that is the subject of this material has been fiegnm part with Federatunds

from the National Historic Preservation Act, administered by the National Park Service, U.S.
Department of the Interior foHistory Colorado However, the contents and opinions do not
necessarily reflect the views or policie$ the U.S. Department of the Interior ddistory
Coloradg nor does the mention of trade names or commercial products constitute an
endorsement or recommendation by the Department of the InterioHistory Colorado

This program receives Federal furfidsm the National Park Service. Regulations of the U.S.
Department of the Interior strictly prohibit unlawful discrimination in departmental Federally
assisted programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age or handicap. Any person who
believes he or she has been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility operated
by a recipient of Federal assistance should write to: Director, Equal Opportunity Program, U.S.
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, NVAshington, D.C. 20240.

Project Description

This survey ara encompasseshe commercial properties along the north side of Main Street
andwithin the original townsite The survey boundaries akénden Street on the west and the
lot at the northeastcorner of Main and Asltreets(210 East Mainon the east Main Street
forms the south boundary and the alley on the north side of the lots forms the north boundary.
Vacantlots were excluded from the surveyTwenty-eightsurvey forms were completed fohe
area.

The City of Cortez Historic Preservati®@oard supervised and coordinated the project under
the direction ofthe Chair, Linda Towle, with assistance from Chris Burkett, the Cortez Grants
and Special Projects Coordinatodill Seyfarth, the Ricipal of CulturalResource Planningf
Durango, Coloradocontracted with theCity of Cortezin Augustof 2015 and completed the
project inMay of2016.
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The History Colorad8tate Historic Fundtaff contacts for this work wer®&lark Rodman Amy
Unger, MichelleChichesteandJennifer Deichman

New Information in this Report

This reportrepeats the previously established historic contetsandhistory of Cortez, as
described in the-istoric Contexdsection. New information is provided in theirvey Results
section regarding the historic development of the survey amealudingupdates toexisting
contextswhennew information relevant to the survey areaarranted it.

CortezSurvey Phase IV Cultural Resource Planning Page2



Survey Area

Legal Descriptn

The cumulative survey area encompasses approximdatehacres and includes properties

located in parts of6 blocks.The survey area is located within Sect@® of Towrship 3 N,

Rangel6W, New Mexico Principal Meridiagortez MontezumaCounty, ColoradoFigures 1
through 3illustrate the survey area.

Physical Setting

The City of Cortez is located in southwest Coloraddhe geographic area known as the
Montezuma Valley, at an elevation of about 6200 feet above sea leleis situated in a
transitional area between the arid scrublands to the south and the forested montane
environment of the Rocky Mountains to the northeast. The climate is -seih with an
average annual precipitation of abothtirteen inches

In 2Q10 the census counte®,482 people inCortezand 25,535 people inMontezumaCounty.

Cortezis the county seat and the largest communitytiie county. The City cover8,930 acres

or 6.2 square miledJS Highway 160 runs easest through the middle of town ahserves as

GKS YIAY O2YYSNDAFIE GK2NRJdzZAKTI NBO® ¢tKS KAIKgI
and intersects with the nortfsouth oriented US Highway 491.

The survey area is located on the north side of Main Street, which is also US Highways1#60. It
commercial area that is not located closed to any historic districts, as there are no designated
historic districts in Cortez at this time.

CortezSurvey Phase IV Cultural Resource Planning Page3
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Figure 1 Survey area on the Cortez, Colorado 7.5 minute U.guza&angle map (1965)
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Figure 2: Aerial view of the survey area provided by the Cortez GIS department.
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Figure 3: Map of resources surveyed. Resources are nunfbamed to 28 proceeding from
right to left and listed in Table This map is based on data provided by The Preservation
Partnershipvho worked in this area for the City of Cortez in the 1990s
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Tablel: Surveyed sites

# State # SMT Address Name Construction Date
1 22260 210 E Main Cortez City Hall 1955
2 22261 126 E Main McCluer Garagétent A Wheel 1919
3 6910 110 E Main Belmont Taverr?ioneer 1925
Printing
4 6909 100 E Main Bozman Garage 1919
5 12688 48 E Main Optical Shoppe 1900
6 12686 44 E Main High Mesa Designs 1953
7 12690 40 E Main The Geeks 1928
8 6908 34 E Main McEwen Hall 1895
9 12691 30 E Main Hairvolution 1920
10 12692 28 E Main El Grande Café 1894
11 12701 22 E Main McCabe 1929
12 22262 12 E Main Moose & More 1976
13 22263 16 N Market Farmers Telecommunications 1946
14 19093 2 E Main Montezuma Valley National Ban 1909
and Store
15 6906 2 W Main Wilson BuildingStone Block 1889
Building
16 12698 20-30 W Main JC Penney Building 1953
17 6905 34 W Main Cortez Post Office 1909
18 12695 40 W Main Patterson Office SuppQuilt 1948
Shop
19 12696 44 W Main Vitakist BakerfPepperhead 1948
20 6904 48 W Main Havram @leaners 1890
21 22264 100 W Main Pippos 1961
22 22265 112 W Main Basin Finance Co/IMails 1957
23 22266 116 W Main Old Penningtons 1957
24 22267 130 W Main Old Woolworth&okopelli 1958
25 22268 140 W Main Montezuma Countpffices 1958
26 22269 200 W Main Elm Street Restaurant 1937
27 22270 210 W Main Southwest Realty 1945
28 22271 220 W Main Jerry Carlson Properties 1971
CortezSurvey Phase IV Cultural Resource Planning Pageb




Research Design and Methods

Research Design

Objectives

The sirveyQ) &bjectives wereto document the history and current condition oidentified

properties to provide a preliminaryeveel G A2y 2F SIF OK LINRPLISNIi @ Qa St A
(local, state and nationglland to determinepotential for a historicdistrict within the survey

area Research focused on gatherifgstorical and architecturadata that would help

determine the historic significanceof the resourcewithin the context of local, regional and

national history Tte resultingdata includel information specific to the propeytand identified

local influences, such as economic trends or natural settings.

Previous Work in the Area

A file search requestedf History Coloradoevealedl16 sitesin the survey aredad previously
been documentedon state survey formsinformationfrom the old forms was transferred to

the current #1403 Colorado Cultural Resource Survey Architectural Inventory Form and
additional information was providedThe City of Cortez maintains a historic registBwo
properties in thissurvey(5MT6908 The McEwen Hall and 5MB906 The Stone Block Building
are listed on thelLocal RegisterA third site, the Montezuma Valley Natiordank and Store
(5MT19093), idisted on the National Register, the State of Colorado Register (hereafter
referred to as theStae Registeyand theLocal Register

The file searchindicatedthat the areasimmediately surroundinghe survey areancludethe
sites documented irthe first three phase®f this project (conducted between 2011 and 201
and forty-sixother sites Of these sites, the Ertel Funeral HoT6925)s listed on thelocal,
state andNational Register of Historic Places.

Most of the sitesrecorded prior to 2011 were documentedin either 1981 as part of a state
wide cultural resource planning process, ior19% by Preservation Partnership as part of a
planning study commissioned by the City of Coded partly funded byState Historical Fund
Grant #SHF 199813-050.

The previously recorded sites are all historibuildings and structures related to the
establishment and development of Cortez between 1886 and 1950. They include standing
commercia] religious, governmentaind residential buildings and a remnant of a segment of a
Cortez ditchTableslisting the recorded siteareincluded in the Appendix.

Research Sources

Various books and published material provided histories of the Cortez area. They imbkide
River of Sorrows; The History of the Lower Dolores River \&lltsd by Gregory DKendrick
and A History of Montezuma Countyy IraFreeman. The Montezuma County Historical Society
provided afour-volume compendium called Great Sage Plain to Timberline: Our Pioneer

CortezSurvey Phase IV Cultural Resource Planning Page’



History VolumesIV. A recent publication calle@ortezisa collaboration of three residents and
includes numerous historic photographs. These sources are listed with additional references in
the Bibliography.

Since the survey are&és the major commercial thoroughfare in Cortehe project was
anticipated toincludecommercial buildingsonstructed betweerhe platting of the townsite in
late 1886 and 196. Aninitial windshieldreview of the resources suggested that most of the
buildings were constructedr extensively remodeledetween 1915 and 1960.

Major archival materials identified for use inclule

1 County property records
1 Local historical societyaterialsas offered by historical society members
1 Locally published informal historigmemoirsand a walking toubrochure
1 Historic photographs
1 Newsmper archives
1 Information volunteered by the public
1 Publidy accessibléederal records, including census and social security death indices
9 Historical city directories
1 Sanborn Fire Insurance Mapnly oneis available forCortez and it covers part of the
survey area
Contexts

Historic contexts for theCortez area are discussed iHistory Colorad@ &olorado Plateau
Country Historic Contexty Michael B. Husband (1984)This contextdocument while in
serious need of an update, provides general backgrounfbrmation on community
development in southwest Coloradd. | dzt h Q @réntdeNJn ST@dsition, A History of
Southwestern Colorad(1980) provides additional historical backgroun#listory Colorad@ a
updated archaeological context document for theugwrn Colorado River Basin (Lipe et al
1999)is also usefulFull citations for these sources are listed in the Bibliography.

A local historic context was developad 1995 for the commercial areas of Cortday
Preservation Partnershj@ consultinggroup who conducteé planning study commissioned by

the City of Cortez The 1995 context document divided the 2 YYdzy A i@ Qa 0O2YYS
development into fourtopics covering the pioneer era from 1880 to 1920, tourism and
transportation from 1906 to the prest, the automobile and city expansion era from 1920 to

1945, and modernism/post World War 1l to the present.

Refined historic contexts are provided, along with the related developmental history of Cortez,
in the section of this reportTherefined contextsintegrate the 1995 contexts
with residential historic contexts for Corteand update thecontextswhen new information
relevant to the survey areaarranted it.
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Survey Methodology

The project began with an introduction to the publi@dll property owness received a letter
informing them of the survey and inviting them to come #o public meeting with any
information they would like to share about the history of their propeMembers of theCortez
Historic Preservation Boardnd Jill Seyfarthmet with property owners and explained the
project onOctober § 2015

Field survey work was conducted between August Betemberof 2015, and inJanuary of
2016. Property owners and tenants encountered during the survey were very helpful in
providing whatever information they had about their property.

Thesurvey practices followethe guidelines of theColorado Cultural Resource Survey Manual.
The project includd an intensive survey of ativenty-eight properties with buildings or
structures within the survey aredwo vacant lots were not surveyedl'he survey area was
drawn on a City of Cortez aerial photo and map. A temporary number was assigned to each
property, which was later assigned a state site number.

Each building was described, photographed, researchad,mapped. Sites wenecorded on

Colorado Cultural Resource Survey Architectural Inverfiomps and located onUSGS
topographic mapgCortez 7.5 minute quadrangle map 196bhe Colorado Cultural Resource

Survey Manuallexicon table and theField Guide to Colorad@d | AAdchitBcNiFe nd
Engineeringdefined the achitectural stylesand/or typesassignedto the buildings. Terms

fromtheMl ydzl £ Q&4 @I NA2dza f SEAO2ya 6SNB dzaSR 6KSyS¢

Each property was photographed during the field review. All photograygre madefrom
digital filesand are black and white four by six inch prints on true black and white paper.
Photographs were labeled using archivally acceptable -baitked labels and sleeved as
specified byHistory ColoradoA photo log accompanidtie photographs.

UTM data was produced via a Garmin W/AaASbled GPS Unit, and verified through the
software programlOPQ! -National Geographic Societ§ite maps incorporated data from the
Cortez GIS database.

This final report explains the survey findings, reviews the general historical development of

/ 2NIST X FYR RA&AOdzaaSa |ye LINEReldGaNIidteSraNatianaly & A RS N
Register of Historic PlaceBhe report and copies of each survey form will be provided to the

Cortez Historic Preservation Board, as well abligiory Coloradger the terms of the project
contract. The Cortez Historic Pres&tion Board will provide each property owner with a copy

of their survey form

'Hi story Coloradodéds survey manuals and guidelines are a
http://www.historycolorado.org/oahp/surveywentoryforms

CortezSurvey Phase IV Cultural Resource Planning Paged



Jill Seyfarthconducted the survey and researchArchival research occurred betweekugust

2015 and February 208. Researchook placein Cortez Durango and Denver, Colorado. The

Cortez Publid.ibrary offered clippings files and locally published histories and memoirs, and
historic maps.¢ KS a2y ST dzYl / 2dzyie !'aaSaazNnaz ¢NBIad
property information such asdgal descriptions and sporadawnership data. The research

included searchesin the Fort Lewis Cage Center of Southwest Studies, tBenver Public

Library and theStephen HartLibrary (History Colorado¥or historic photographs, business
directories aml miscellaneousources

Local historians and volunteers, includiranet Weetrand Joyce Lawrenagenerously provided
an extensive compilation of dathey had prepared for other research projects about Cortez.
Doug Roththe G.I.S. Coordinator for the City of Cortprepared and provided base maps for
each site. LindaTowle andChris Burkett ably administered the procdes the City of Cortez
The project was made so much better as a result of the help from thesedodls.
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Figure4: This original Cortez plat was filed in 1886 in La Plata County because Montezuma
County was not created until 1889. The survey area is located within the red outline.
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Historic Context s

Contexts

The following contexts divide theeevelopmental history of Gtez into common themes within
a specific time periodThey combine théour contextsdefined in the 1995 study of Cortez with
the three general historic contexts developed in the fitatee phases of the current survey
project

They are:
1 Early Settlement and Eurdmerican Contact:400 A.Dto 1886
1 Founding and Early Development of Cortez: 18884
1 Agriculture, Water and Prosperity: 1964920
1 The Automobile, Mobility and Tourism: 1918945
1 Vaulting into theModern Age: 19451960

Context1  Early Settlement and Eurdmerican Contact 400 A.D.to 1886

History

Southwest Colorado has a rich and longstanding cultural tradition. The remains of people
attributed to Archaic (beginning around 7500 B.C), subsequent Basketmaker (506BAD.)

and AncestralPueblan (7501300 A.D.}raditions haveall been identifie in the area. Other
Native AmericansEuropeangnd Americans arrived lateArchaeologicalindings indicatehat

the first Utes to migrate into the Mesa Verde region may have arrived as earlg08s dt
roughly the time the Ancestral Puebloans deparfeom the areg Written historical accounts
indicatethe Utes were among the tribes trading with the Spanish in present day New Ma&xico
1598

Spanish explorers came north the region from MexicoJuan De Onate brought the earliest
Spanish settlerso the Rio Grande Valley in present day New Mexico in 1598. Between 1761
and 1765, Juan Mariantoniode Riverded anexpedition from New Mexicon a route toward
present day Delta, Coloradan search of gold and silvein 1776, Fathers Dominguez and
Escalante traversed the area in search of a route from Santa Fe to the California missions.
Much of their route later became the Old Spanish Trail, which was used between 1830 and
1840 by Santa Fe traders on their way to California.

Spain relinquished itserritories to Mexico in 1821. Whethe Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
ended the United StatedMexican War in 1848Mexico ceded its northern holdings to the
United States and much of the future state of Colorado became part of the United States.

Cattle men and wouldbe minersentered this newly opened American territgrjput their
efforts were considerably diminished in the 1860s by the Civil War. Those who returned after

% Lipe, William; Varien, Mark; Wilshusen, Richar@oloradoPrehistory: A Context for the Southern Colorado
River BasinColorado Council of Professional Archaeologists: Denver, 1D8§e 354.
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the war faced the issue of trespassioig Ute landsTheUnited States Governmemiggressively
negotiated a series of agreements witie Utesto further Federal control of lucrative minerals
located on Ute land, and tmbtain property for new settlement. In 1874, the Brunot
Agreement with the Utes opened land the southwestern part bthe Colorado territoryto
non-natives The scene was set for settlement and development.

Typical Cultural Resources lllustrating this Context

Since Cortez was not established until the end of this contE886) and the community has
experienced urbandevelopment it is unlikely thatmany aboveground physical remains
illustrating this context will be found within theriginal city limits. However, Ancestral
Puebloan sites may be foundthin the Cortez city limitsThe Hawkins Presery®r exampleis
located within the City limits and contains above ground Ancestral Puebloan architectural
features. Archaeological remains were recently discovered as part of the construction (2013
2014) of the new Corteilontezuma High School.

Context 2  Foundingand Early Developmentf Cortez 18861904

Thisperiod covers the years of early settlement aadds with after many failed attempts, the
delivery of a reliable water supply to Cortez.

History
Although early settlers were already moving to the area, the formal townsit€afezwas
launchedas part off Y Sy i NBLINBY SdzZND& &A0KSYS G2 RS@St 2L
Valley. The open country located in the far southwestern corner of Colosaggestedan
opportunity to James W. HannaHe realized that the vast expanses of landtle arid
Montezuma Valley coulte desirableto farmersand therefore financially lucrativef he could
somehow provide more water.The Denverbasal promoter raised $200,000 in capital to
create the Montezuma Valley Water Supply Comp@iyWSC) The Colorado State Archives
records indicateHanna filed for incorporation on December 11, 18%%incipals were listed as:

1 Burtis L Arbecamof Boston whaserved as president and whose name livesin Cortez

on Arbecanttreet,

1 JamesVN.Hanna as Vice President and General Manager

1 EmoryS. Turner ofNew York as Secretargnd

1 A.B. Chamberlaiof Denver as Treasurer.

The investors planned to build a 5,4fibt-long tunnel with siphons and flumes to divert water
from the Dolores River drainage to the Montezuma Valley. The company expected to provide
water to up to 50,000 people and to irrigate 200,000 acres.

% Colorado State Archives Records of Incorporations.

* Kendrick, Gregory D editoiThe River of Sorrows; The History bitLower Dolores River VallejAccessed on
line on July 21, 2011 dittp://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/rmr/river_of_sorrows/index.htm.
United States Department of the Interior, 1981.
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A newtown would provide services to the water system workers and a commercial center for
the farmers whowould flock to the area. Hanrenvisioned a railroad connection that would

aSktf GKS ySg O2YYdzyAGe&Qa LINRALISNERdAza &rdzd dzZNB ©

railroad connection that never came. But first, he needed to develop thetoesmsite. There
is some uncertainty about who named th@wnsite after Spanish explorer Hernan Cortényt
most historical sources creddither Hannaor his water companyith providing the namé.

As the manager othe MVWSCHannawent to work to create acity. Using a method quite
common to real estate development at that timthe companycapitalized on the generous
provisions of the Homestead Act to acquiaad forthe townsite. Under the Homestead Act of
1862, a potential settler could file daim make certain improvements to the land to establish
that property as a farm or ranch and theeceive title without spending any money to
purchase the property. The mue@bused Homestead Act ofteresulted in grantingitle to
GK2YSaidSFkRAaé (K kownsitgsdzhed theiRownerS SdldYiHe property to real
estate developers

The MVWSGet up two helpful individuals to file abutting homestead claims of 80 acrel ea
Algernon SDutton filedon the northern tractWilliam A. Upchurch claimed the southern tract.
Dutton was a well known pioneer in southwestern Coloradtisprojectwasamong thelast in

his life. Hedied in nearby Archuleta County on December 1885, about a year before the

Land Office gave him clear title to thend® Onthe samedayl & 5 dzii (i 2 fiedCounig S| (1 K =

Clerk recorded asae NB Y 5 fimiilii ® WMMESC presideBurtis L Arbecan.” Dutton had
signed a power of attorneiyn 1884to authorize M.J. Wine to transatite sale otthis land, so it
appears that Dutton had anticipated his own death and how it might have affected the future
of Cortez2 Af f Al'Y | d80-dcie)@a&cdmEdkup dhe southern half of the original
townsite.

The officers of the MVWSC establishé@ tCortez Land and Investment Company to develop
Cortez and other nearby real estateThar townsite plat was recorded on December 22, 1886
(Figure 4) M.J Mack, thecivil engineer in the employ of the MWSGurneyedthe original 160
acres and laid out atownsite in a manner typical of townsite development at the time to
maximize the number of salable lotStreets were oriented in cardinal directions and consisted
of 25foot- wide lots grouped in 300foot-long square blocks. Alleys divided the lots and
provided access to the rear of the lot. Eigfdpt-wide street rightsof-ways allowed room for
horses and buggies. An unusual factor in the original Cortez layout ighthedwn limits ended
mid-block resultng in block located on the edge of towmvith no side streets Clearly the
founders expected theity to expand

® Hall, Frank.History of Colorado Volume.4Chicago, lllings: Blakely Printing Company,189page 226 and

Freeman, Ira SA History of Montezuma Countigoulder, Colorado: Johnson Publishing Company, 1B58e 66.

® Title was provided on December 9, 1886.

" Bureau of Land Management General Land Office Reco@8@AA 020298 and 020309; and obituary

information included irPagosa Springs Suarticle on local history published December 12, 2002; and deed
information available in the Montezuma County Cl er kds
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Montezuma Avenug located at the highest elevation in théownsite, was the premiere

residential street Its 120-foot-wide rightof-way induded a central median.The developers

envisioned opened ditches inthe trdeA Y SR YSRA LY OF NNEAY 3 do G§SNI T
the rest oftown. Aditch wasplanned for the median iMontezuma Avenue to carry water into

the city. While a flume dideventually reach Montezuma Avenue, the distition system was

never built, but thetree-lined median remais.

In 1888 theF.R./ 2 T TAdldftiona also platted by M.J. Mack, expanded Cortez to the east.
Although most of the land sold from the homesteadswdivided into uniform rectangles, the
properties were defined bya dzZNIS@& 2 NRa YSiGSa FyR o02dzyRa RSa
convenient lot and block division that is typical within citidfese unplatted parcels left a

legacy of lengthy legal descripti®ffior the properties located north of Montezuma Avenue and

east of Ash StreetCommerce centeredn Main Avenue and Market Streets.

James Hanna filed his own homestead on 80 acres located immediately west of the original
town. Montezuma County record$iew that in 1888 Hanna and his wife collected at least
$15,000 through their sale of property to thewnsite company. The Chamberlin Addition,
constituting land owned by the Cortez Land and Investment Company and containing much of
CNJ y1 ¢ K2 Y ktEagd ¢xpandedtelydimits to the south in 1890.

/ 2N ST Q&8 LINPALISNARGE NBfASR 2y adz00Saa¥FdzZ g4I
productive, attracting farmers who would support a town. Workers could live in Cortez while

they built the water delivery systems. Without an abundant local water source, Cortez
residents needed the imported water as much as any farmer. While they waited for the flume,
townspeople relied on water hauled in from Mitchell Springs and stored in a cistern.

The waterdelivery system was plagued with problems. The newly arrived farmers had taken
jobs to build the water system and had no time to prepare their own farms. MW&/SC had

so few customerd could not stay in businesdt folded in 1887. The Colorado Watsupply
Company took over between 1888 and 189he ongoing struggles of the water delivery
companiesaffected i KS & Pragyess, but entrepreneurs were not deterred by this
shortcoming. F.M. Goodykoontz started a restaurant before the streets werdtgda A post
office openedon Main Streein 1887.The Montezuma Valley Baskartedthat same year with
$30,000 in capital provided primarily by founding members of the Montezuma Valley Water
Supply Compan§.

The bookCortezdescribeghe start upfrenzy,d ¢ KS &SI NJ myyy RIgySR 2y |
Cortez, including 60 women and 60 schagk children. Seventeen buildings rose above
boardwalks andents.€ and notes that by1888, a collection ofwerforty establishedusinesses
includedthe veneable Hotel Clifton, two restaurants, a general mercantile, three pharmacies,

8 Schwindt, Vila; Janet Weeth and Dale DavidsBortez Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia Publishing, 2011.
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a grocery, a dairya sawmilland three laundries, of which one was a Chinese washee.
Numerous service businesses included seamstresses, blacksmiths and attorneys. Foma town
such a remote location with no direct railroad access, Cortez had a remarkably diverse
commercial baseMost of these commercial operations were located on Main Street near
Market Street.

The Cortez School District No. 17 organized and began sohoAlgust 1, 1887in a frame
building located on South Linden. Dave Longenbaugh taught the first cl&s&890 the new
Cortez District bought two lots on East Montezuma Avenue for $1 and hired renowned local
mason Peter Baxstrom to build a tvetory fone school house. He completed the jédr
$13,374'° Thefifth through eighth gradehildren attended school there while the first through
fourth grade children received instruction at two other locations on Chestnut Stréké high
schoolllchildren atteded school in Mancos until a high school was constructe@artez in
19009.

Social activities revolved around the Woodmen of the World HallEarly dances, school
entertainment, traveling shows, local plays, and exhibits for the Montezuma Countwé&rar

all held in the Halt® The earliest church buildisgwere the Congregational Church (burned

1930) and the Christian Science Churainich were both built in 1889. John R. Curry, a
YyS6aLJl LISNI YIYy FNRY ¢St dzZNR R STheMoritdzda $oRrnalinK S (1 2 &
1888.In an optimistic moveconstructionon acounty courthousebegansometimebetween

1886 and1888 before legislation actually created Montezuma Courty early 1889.Locals

must have been confident that Cortez would best Maneosl Dolores in the election for a

county seat*

The new developers of Cortez may have been a little ahead of themsélhenergetic burst
of the first two yearsslowedto a lull in activity. Between 1890 and 1900, hite the new
O2dzyiiéd Qa Lk LIBRE (i keddiidc@ihdeil.Only a fewhomeshad beenbuilt in
the new town. The statelystone mercantile building located at the corner of Main and Market
Streets(Wilson BuildingStone Block Building 5SMT690&3t unfinished in 1889 and 1890 he
courthouse was not completed until 1890’he bank closed in 1891The 1897Cortezschool
censusdropped to 38 students.Disastrous fires in 189Bampered new development.The
prosperous Guillet Brothers owned a flour mill that caught fire in Februad868.The next

° Schwindt, Vila; Janet Weeth and Dale DavidsBartez Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia Publishing, 2011.
Page 25.

YHead, Wadrkeé.ngi Down Montezumao. Waotattoi Gomez Histoticr br ochur e:
Preservation Board, 2010.

" Freeman, Ira SA History of Montezuma Countigoulder, Colorado: Johnson Publishing Company, 1958es
66-70.

2 Montezuma County Historical Socie@reat Sage Plain to Timberline: Our Pioneer Histaéglume |.Cortez,
Colorado: Montezuma County Historical Society. 2009. Page 127, 145.

13 southwestern CowbelleBert Near Never Got Nowhere: A Collection of History Compiled by the Southwestern
Cowbelles, Mostly Tru€Cortez, Colorado:Southwestern Cowbsll 1979Page29

14 Freeman, Ira SA History of Montezuma Countioulder, Colorado: Johnson Publishing Company, 1P58es
68-69.
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month a fire started inthe Hotel Blackmer. With a limited water supply and no fire
department, townspeople watched in horror as the fire spread through the downtown.

The long promised flumefinally broughtwater to Cortez onJuly 4, 1890. The forfpot-tall
structure carried water three miles from the Cortez Lateral to Montezuma Avensgapped
for cash, thewater deliverycompany falteredreorganized, merged with another compaaryd
reorganizedagain. It emerged as thdontezuma Land and Water Compain 1894

Although Cortez greeted the new century with many basic civic services in place, the water
problems persisted. A portion of the flume blew down in 190he damage was quickly

repaired, but the locals knew theyeeded a more reliable water system. At least two attempts

to drill wells had come up dry. Realizing that any solution to their water problem would be

costly, the citizens voted to incorporate the city to be able to sell bonds for the improvement.

Catez was incorporated on November 10, 1902, with Herman M. Guillet as the mayor. In

1903, thirsty citizens supported a project to install two windmills that pumped water to a
reservoir. It seemed like a good idea at the time. Macos Timesommented o page 4 of
GKSAN) al@ HHIZ Mdpno SRAGAZ2Y GKIFIG aX®PiKS OAGAI
AYLNRGSYSYy(ld ¢Aft 0S GKS LWzidAy3a Ay 2F | & G4SN
insufficient, the city bit the bullet and bonded for a stearowered water pump. On June 3,

1904, theMontezuma Journalejoiced over the opening of the new water plant in a front page

F NI AOfS dzy RSNJ G4KS KSIFIREAYS a/hwe¢9% 21 ¢9w 2hwy
over two years, the article exclaimed, residents will be able to water their trees and gardens
andthe town will have an ample supply of water to fight fires. It appeared that, at least for a

while, Cortez had solved its water problems.

Typical Cultural Resources lllustrating this Context
Very few standing buildings or structures survive from thigetperiod,primarily becausenost
of the early structures were constructed of wood and they were vulnerable tofrisguent
catastrophic fires that leveled large parts of towhhe rare survivingesidential buildinghave
been extensively remodeledhe remnant of the first stone schoolhouse that is now a home at
23 East Montezuma Avenue (5MT19949) and the Soens home at 147 East Montezuma Avenue
(5MT19940) are examples of these resourc®stviving commercial buildings are constructed
of stone and includehe Wilson Buildingstone Block Building (5MT6906) located at 2 West
Main Street and the Old Cortez Post Office (6MT6905), located at 34 West Mains Othest.
significant resources illustrating this context include:
1 Anybuilding orstructure that retans its original architectural design and materjals
1 Any resources related to early water delivery systems, such as flume or canal remnants
1 Historicneighborhooddllustrating the original formal design plans for parts of the city,
such as the Montezuma Avenue neighborhood with its formal boulevard design
incorporating a median and landscaping treatments
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Context 3  Agriculture, Water and Prosperity19041920

This time period reflects how,gphaps more than any other time in Cortez, tbeonomy of the
rural areassurrounding the town influenced how the town grew and develop8dccessful
farms and ranches, timber development, and the beginning of the oil asl extraction
industry fueled growth and prosperity in Cortez.

History

While the town grappled with waternew people moved into the Montezuma Valley,
agricultural production improved and Cortez grew series of events and activities between
1900 and 120 in the area around Cortez had significant impacts on the town. Real estate sales
took off in the nowirrigated Montezuma Valley. Farm and orchard land sold for prices between
$30 and $60 an acre Those prices were a bargain when compat@dimilar properties in

other parts of Colorado that cost anywhere between $200 to ten times that per'aédarge
number of the newcomers came from other farming regions in Colorado. Local business
owners Tom Omo, orchard developer and real estate salesmagI@ssongntrepreneur and
realtor R.J. Hufand the Grasse family who ran businesses on Nieetall came fronPaonia,
Colorado Mesa Verde National Park was establisiiedl906 and opened to the public,
drawing adventurous tourists from all over tweorld. Oil discoveriesn 1909drew exploration

to nearby Bluff and AnethiUtah

The Montezuma Valley National Bank, followed by the Cortez National Bank (chartered 1907)
opened in response to the new money flowing into the community. A big fire bidmedgh

the downtownon September29 of 1908, burning out most of the stores located immediately

west ofthe Wilson Buildingstone Block Building (5SMT690&) the northwest corner of Main

and Market New construction replaced those buildings including&am & . NP gy ¢ K2 G S
replace the Clifton and a new mercantile buildihgresponse to the fires, on October 15, 1908,

the Cortez City Council passed oatiaes requiring that only brick, stone or ceméetused for

YySg o0dAfRAYIa Ay GKS RSaAIylI G§SR aThdfikRlistien & i NA O
encompassed all of the commercial development on Main and Market Stréeis.must have

been quite a boon for C.H. Bopp who had just opehefl NIi ST Q& FANEG o NAX O]
Brick and Tile Manufacturing Company) in March of that year.

The fire probablyalso providedthe catalyst behinda movement to completea pressurized
water system.Pressurized water lines were installed between 120d 1909 including the
G2oyQa FANRG FTANB KeRN}yila

People began to build homeBetween 1900 and 1910hé population of Cortez more than
guadrupled. Social and fraternal groups organized and new systems connected Cortez to the
outside world. In addition to the Congregationalist and Christian Science congregaissses

5 Montezuma County Historical Socie@reat Sage Plain to Timberline: O&ioneer History Volumé. Cortez,
Colorado: Motezuma County Historical Societ®010. Page 85.
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of the Montezuma Journateference Episcopal, Seventh Day Adventists and Baptist services
held in the communityduring this period. After years ofmeeting in temporary quarterghe
Methodist Congregation laid a cornerstone for their chueththe corner of First and Beech
Streetin 1908 The church was finishaad 1910.Fraternal and social organizations formethe
Knights ofPythias {901)and the Masong1909)establishedlocal chapters The first county

fair led to creation of the County Fair Association in 1909.

Another social movement also took hold in Cortez. The-Saithoon League was working across
the United States to encourage local entities to abolish alcofbkirfervor carried Cortez and
most of Montezuma County. In the spring election of 1908, Cortez voters passedi-saloon
ordinance by a vote of 78 to 44. Ttigy was officidly dry by the end of the year, twelve years
before Prohibition was enacted natiwide.

The Cortez Schoolexperiencedexplosive growth when the new residents enrolled their

children. The Cortezchool Districhired local mason Peter Baxstrom to constrachewsix

classroom building for $14,000Che newschoolopened in 1909; aljrades {-12) were taught

in the school. Hannah Duward, the first woman Cortez Schools Superintendent, oversaw the
O2yaldNHzOUA2Y YR GKS 3INIRdzZrGA2Yy 2F [/ 2NLST Qa ¥

In such a remote location and with no rail servicert€z citizens relied on regular shuttle
service providing rides over the muddy and rough county roads to the railroad station in
Dolores. In 1989the Bozman Realty Company replaced their old h@oeered rides with an
automobile, employing the first caio come to CortezThe first telephone connectiorfrom
Cortezto Mancos came in 1905 and thetiown Cortez phone system developed between 1905
and 1908.

Table2 Cortez and Montezuma County| Prosperity carried forward into the 1910s as local

Population Per US Censu3ata commercial enterprises were established and
Year Cortez County | expanded. The Montezuma Oil and Development
1890 332 1,529 Co.formed in 1910, followed by the Montezuma
1900 125 3,058 Valley Produce Company in 191Mills prospered.
1910 565 5.029 Two lumber yards solBuilding supplies in town.
1920 541 6,260 Lumber compgnies ) working _ hear Dglqrevs o
1930 921 7,798 AAIAYATAOLIylufte SELIFYRSR 0KS
1940 1778 10,463 agricultgral production In 1911, with the new
1950 2 680 9991 pressurized water system, townspeople organized

: ; a volunteer fire department. The sheriff, Jim
1960 6,764 14,024 : : :

Gawith, was the chief. Cortez residents also saw

1970 6,032 12,952 their first motion picture in 1911. The school
1980 7,095 16,510 population grew and the first Parent Teacher
1990 7,280 18,672 | association meeting was held in 1915. Dr. Emil E.
2000 7,977 23,830 | johnson came to Cortez and established a hospital
2010 8,482 25,535 | in 1917. Hisdcility consisted of two cottages

located at 301 West Main. Johnson connected the two buildings and offered ten beds.
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Cortez joined the patriotic fervor that swept the country during World War I. A number of local

men volunteered in 1911918 and thevomen organized through the Mesa Verde Chapter of

GKS bl aAz2ylrf [SF3dzS 2F 22YSyQa {SNBAOS® hy3I2A
war bonds came from Cortez. Prices for food crops began to rise to address shortages in
Europe before the Unitedbtates entered the war. Demand increased to feed the American

troops after the US entry. It was patriotic and profitable to be a farmer in those days. The war

and the decade ended with record high prices for crops, and the number of farms in
Montezuma Canty ballooned from 261 in 1900 to 904 in 1990s the commercial center for

the county, Cortez benefitted from increased crops and crop prices.

Typical Cultural Resources Illustrating this Context

Typical properties reflect the prosperity of the timeernpd in commercial residential or
social/community buildingsuch as new banks, mercantiles, restaurants and lumber yards
Montezuma Valley National Barf§MT19093) and the homes constructed just to the north of
Main Street(such as 143 East North Strég¥IT 20234)and on Montezuma from this time
period are examples of these resources.

Context4  The Automobile, Mobility and Tourism1916-1945

This period reflects the tremendous impact of the automobile, the associatpdcts from this
new mobilitythat contributed tothe decline m the influences of agriculture, and the role of the
Federal Governmenin instigating tourism at National Parks and in funding improvements
during the Great Depression.

History

Before the rse of the automobile, and without easy access to a railrogabds were shipped
out from railroad depots inother towns and the roads to the community were often muddy
and rough.

The automobile changed everything. This new contraption was enormousghulgo
throughout Colorado and the United States. Between 1916 and the early 1920s, the number of
cars in Colorado rose from 15,000 to 300,000lew drivers ventured farther than they ever
would in a wagonand truck freighting cometed with therailroads. Road desigmfianged to
accommodate this new form of transportation. Truck transportation eased the freighting
problems of the remote farmers and ranchers. Cortez saw its first freight truck in TO&6.

fuel consumed by the new vehicles dratically boosted the demand for petroleum products,
expanding a burgeoning oil and gas drilling industry.

%06 Ro ur k e FronfessinlTrardition: A History of Southwestern ColoraBenver, Colorado: Bureau of
Land Management, 198Page 136.

06 Ro ur k e Fronfless inlTrardition: A History oBouthwestern Colorad®@enver, Colorado: Bureau of
Land Management, 198RPage 162.
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In 1919 Colorado voters approved a gasoline tax, which helped fund a newly created State
Highway Department in 1921. Using matching Federal furigs,state poured money into
highway improvements. State and federal road improvement funds opened the region to
tourism and freighting opportunities.

One of the most significant road projeatsas The Navajo Trail. In 1920 and 1921, a series of
roads were connected and improved to create a route between Moab, Utah and Gallup, New
Mexico. Supporters of the routerealizeda valuablepromotional point for the highwaygould

be the short detour from Caez to Mesa Verde National ParkCortezbusiness promters
jumped at the opportunity and joined committeeto promote the road which was named the
Navajo Trail. The principal towns along the route Moab, Monticello,Cortezand Gallupg
committed to and succeeded in raising $150 each for reusgking sigs, which were
produced in Cortez and installed in early November 1921. The groupualsdishedmaps and
promotional literature that were distributed through automobile associations nationwide.
Beginning in December 1921, efforts were made to have the jNaVeail designated as a
federal interstate highway, thereby making it eligible to receive federal funds for
improvements. The Colorado portion quickly received a federal aid designation in early 1922
and improvements between Cortez and Dove Creek weaargd for that summer. In 1925,
the route was officially designated U.S. Highway 4b0e DurangeCortez road wasalso
designated a national highway in 1925

The Cortez economy continued to serve the surrounding farmers,ttwutism also grew,
boostedby the newly designated federal highway3hemore adventurous motorists travelled

to Mesa Verdeandto two other new attractions YuccaHouse and Hovenweefdlesignatedn

1919 and1923 respectively National Monument$® In 1921 Mesa Verde welcomed 3,000
tourists who arrived in 651 cars. In 1933, visitation was up to 16,000 people in 4,000
automobiles. Service stations, auto garages and motels sprang up in Cortez to meet the need.
Cortezwelcomedthe increased automobile traffic in town and graveled Main Street in 1922.
Concrete sidewalks debuted in 1922 and 1923.

The tourist dollars were particularly helpful during a recession in the early 1920s when post
World War | crop and livestock pricpkinged. A number of new people moved into Cortez in
the 1920s, and the percentage of city residents increasksl Cortez grew, so did its number of
school age children. The community responded by adding a gym and additional classrooms to
the school.

Perhaps the most significant improvement to daily life in Cortez in the 1920s was the
installation of a citywide electrical system. Electricitygenerating plants require a steady

18 Information on the Navajo Trail frofdorn, Jonathon C. Landscafeel History of the Canyons of the Ancients
National MonumentDenver, Colorado: Bureau of Land Management, 1884e 29.

19 The state had already cleared Wolf Creek Pass and opened it in 1916 with a single graveled lane ranging from 12
to 16 feet wide.
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supply of fuet usually in the form of movingater, steam or gas. Lackiagsteady source of
any of these elements, Cortéadendured a long wait for large scale electric power.

Newspaper articles from th&ontezuma Journalelate the details of the wait.TheW2 dzNJ/ | £ Q
1904joyful report on the newcity water works made a hmeful reference to pending electricity

but no plant emerged In 1909 Allan Kermode applied to the City for a franchise to construct a

power plant and install a power system in Cortez. Apparently this plan never went fqrward
because dur years laterthe page one headline of th@ournalon January 9, 1913, proclaimed

Gt N2PLI2ASR 9f SO0GNRO [ supdttiitd &Keérmodel applicsfd 2 Nabchised © [ ¢
again in 1919, whethe Journalreported onthe applicationandB & L2 Y RSR d ¢ KA & KI &
6AAKSR® T2NX¢

While they were waiting for a larger scale electricity service, local merchants and residents

could have electrical power if they chose to purchassnzaltscale packagedi f A AK G LI | y i
which consisted of a gas engine powering a-baliven generator that stored electricity in a

series of batteries. The most popular of these were the Delco bfarithe Johnson Hospital

had a Delco Light Plant at least up into the 1920s.

Alternatives to electricity included the natural gas lights systéfared by the Standard Gillette
Light Company. The Harrington Drug Store advertised these iimg@isrtezin 1909.

It appears theKermode Franchise reported on in the 1919 paper did not succeedfifBhe
larger scale light plant was installed in thwry flour mill and wastarted in1922 or 1923y
W.J. Bozman, Ed Johnson, A.W. Cowling and John ColéByari923, their Cortez Light and
Power Company had installed netveetlights and illuminated the county fair.

Local author Ira Freeman notéd¢ KA & ¢l & GKS FSSo0ftS 0S3IAYyyAy3ad 2
GKFG 61 a G2 3INRg Ayiliz @l adateée 3INBhe si&hNinaiketA y 3 a
crash in 1929 marked the beginninfanational depression that gripped Cortez and the rest of

the country. Prices tumbled on everything. In Colorado, prices for hogs dropped from $12.10 in

1929 to $3.10 in 1933. Potatoes plummeted from $1.40 to 24 cents a bushel in that same time.

Many businesses closed. KS (G KANIAS& 6SNB I RSOFRS F2NJ aK2f

Cortez did not go dormant during this time, but changes were few and carefully develbped.
Highland Utilities Company bought the Cortez power plant along with two other plants in
Montezuma County. Local cooperatives were formed such dsetCortez Creamery

2 Montezuma Journa¥larch 20, 1919.

%L The Sanborn Fire Insunae Map for 1919 in Cortez indicated that there were no public lights and only a few
privately owned light systems that were principally Delco brand.

“2 Freeman, Ira SA History of Montezuma Countgoulder, Colorado: Johnson Publishing Company, 1958e
156.

% Freeman, Ira SA History of Montezuma Countgoulder, Colorado: Johnson Publishing Company, 1958e
280.
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Cooperative(1931); and local businessman Bill Lichliteok overthe Cortez Sale Barafter
W.D. (Bill) Watson started. itA devastating drought in 1934 caused more distress for farmers.

The banks in Cortez closed during fiederaly mandated bank holiday in 1933 and reopened,
but the Montezuma ValleNationalBank falteredand eventually closed in 183 A new bank,
the Citizens State Bamkoved intothe former Montezuma ValleiNational Bank building that
same year.¢ KS O A ulaiof almokiidubled in the 1930s aggple moved to Cortez in
search of workSt Barnabas Episcopal Church opened in 198placing their olcthurch that
had burned down in 1919The Congregational Church, which had also burned déwished
buildinga new churchThe Cortez School District reported in 19B&t 409 students attended
school at a cost of $45.10 per pupil.

The New Deal stimulus programs injected money into the community through construction
projects at/ 2 NJiséhbahandhroughout town. The Works Progress Administration (WPA)
hada huge presence in Colorademploying an estimated 150,000 people statewide and
spending more than $120 million in construction.

Photo SourceEbay listing
Photaggraph 1:The Montezuma County Courthouse was constructed in 1936 for about $60,000 with half of the
funding from the WPA program.

Throughout the state, the WPA built or improved more than 9,400 miles of roadways and
helped build 1,347 public buildings, 494 sols) 110 parks, 195 playgrounds and athletic fields,

32 wading or swimming pools, 78 utility plants, 279 miles of water distribution pipes and mains

and 224 miles of sanitary and storm sewers in Colorado. WPA projects in Cortez included the
expansion of te school (1935) a new libraryon Main (1989 0 > G KS G246y Qa TANAC
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and the County Courthous&.Civil Works Administration funding contributed to an airport
located east of town.

Another federal public works program, the RuEeéctrificationAdministration (REArought

improved electric service to the aredhe REA was created in 1935 under President Franklin D.
Roosevelt Provisions of the REA included the development of cooperatives to expand the
reach of electricity in the United State§he Empire Electric Association was the first and only

rural electric cooperative established in Montezuma and Dolores Counties undeRHE#e

Empire Electrivas incorporated in November of 1939y R & KS O #irét l&ciid lineh 9SS Q a
went live in 194. Empirebought out its major competitor, Highland Utilityy 1944

Typical Cultural Resources Illustrating this Context
Typical properties include tourism related businesses, and automobile oriented biesisess
as early car dealerships and service stations. Other important resources illustrating this context
include:
1 Depressiorera federally funded buildings, such as the County Courthouse
1 Properties associated witthe establishment of electricity, incluay Highland Utilities
and the early days of Empire Electric Association
1 Automobile oriented and automobiletourism businesses that retainoriginal
architectural design and materials

These properties would need to retain features from before 1945 tlecethis context.
Context5  Vaulting into the modern agel1945-1960

Thiscontextbegins withWorld War Il,and covers the time whe@ortez experienced a historic
peak in growth and prosperity, fueled by energy development and-pastprosperity.

History

The pall of the Depression kil aspricesfor cropsand livestock began tgo upin the early
1940s. America geared up for World War Il arftetwar efforts employed many who were not
serving in the militaryAfter the war, amajor oil strike in 1948 on property located twelve
miles west of Pleasant Viewnstigated extensive development that continues to today.
Significant oil production in the Aneth area began with wells drilled in early 1956. Althbugh
was locatedn Utah, the Aneth Offield was accessed through nearby McEImo Canyon and was
supplied by businesses in Cortez.

With unprecedented population growth in the 1950s and a booming economy, Cortez faced a
rosy futureonly slightly tainted by the challenges of meeting the demanfilsamany new
residents Cortez was the service center faf and gas exploration in nday Anethand Dove
Creek uranium prospecting and tourism developmenthe Atomic Age had a presence in the

24 schwindt, Vila; Janet Weeth and Dale DavidsBartez Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia Publishing, 2011.
Page 97.
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region in the radioactive ore processing facilities lechin Blanding and Durang@onstruction
for new housing &o poured money into the communityThe oil and the uraniumelated
facilities directedederal money toward building and improving roads in the region.

The changes werevident on Main Street It was paved in 1951. Other streets were either
graveled or paved in 1958954, and the streets north of North Street were paved in 1988.
Technology and new businesses arrived from the outside wortduding anumber of chain
stores While most peoplecame to Cortezby car, the nearby airport began receiving
commercial planes ithe 1950s The first commercial airline and the first air mail service began
in 1949.The first radio stationKVFC, and the first television in Coréggpeared in955.

TheJohnson Family built the Turquoise Motel on the site of their old hospital2Bhait motel

served its first guesto April 13, 1958 YR I R@SNIAaSR & KF@Ay3a a{?2
R2dzofS RSOl Y2iStéo ¢KS {lyRa I y(FierneshSignat / I L.
from these two motels are still in place and are listed on the Cortez Historic Registerbirst
NationalBank of Cortez opened its third bank in Cortez on May 29, 1958.

As money came into Cortez, efforts turned to community improvements. In 1948, the
Southwest Community Hospital opened with 30 beds, six doctors and two deniistsw City

Hall building wa completedon Mainin late 1955, andthe Police Department boasteeight

people onits staff. Town residents votedtobeY'S | G K2YS NdzZ S¢ OAlGe Ay
year, the Town Council hired a new town manager and created numerous boards authorized
under home rule legislation, including a Planning Board and a Sanitation Board.

Limited housing supply reached a near crisis. The January 9,M&3@&zuma Valley Journal
reported that 58 homes and 200 rental units were to be built that spring for theealbousing
shortage.The homes were to be located just east and north of Kemper School and all were
planned to have three or more bedrooms and garaddseJournalalso noted that an architect,

Bill Nilsen, had moved to town.

Natural gas wagpiped intotown in 1957. Over 1,000 gas taps had been completed by April of
1958. The Cortez Sanitation Distriehjich had incorporated in 1953, oversaw improvements to
central sewer servicdt seems that a central sewer system was installed by at least 1942. Plans
for sewer lines in 1942 are on file in the Montezuma County records. Locals remember
outhouses were still pretty common in the 19404. water committee worked toward
installation of a new water treatment plant, which wegnstructedin 1960.

Thepublicschools made radical changes in the 1940s and 1950s. The Cortez School (known as
the Calkins School) became a junior high school in 1946, Wloetezuma County High School
opened. Under a mandate from the State of Colorado, the rural schools consolidated

larger regional schools in the 1950s. New elementary schools opened in Cortez, including
Downeyin 1950and Manaugh, folleved by Kemper Elementamy 1958 By 1957 all high school

% References orhis page to activities in 1958 were derived from the 1958 issues bfdahiezuma Valley Journal.
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students in Montezuma County were attendinge of the three high sctbt & Ay GKS [/ 2d
largest towns of Cortez, Dolores and Mancd$e graduating class of 1958 had a reesetting

108 studentsA new hgh School was constructed in 1967 and the old high school became the
middle school. The Calkins School served as amragtration building.

Cortez maintained a role as a service center for local agriculbutethe energyrelated sector

and the continually increasi impact of tourisnf S&aa Sy SR G KS O2 Yfareiggh G & Qa
and ranchingSymbolic of this shifthe Cortez Sale Bamperationwas moved outside of the

city limits in 1959. Flour mills remain in town and small scééemers markets continue the
agriculture traditions of the communityEnergy development and tourism continue to play a
significantrd S Ay (fifuge. 12 6y Qa

The prosperous 1950s allowed to#y residentsan opportunity to enjoy some leisure timen

the next decadesCitizens approved a $50,000 bond in 1961 to fund a golf course. Cortez
residents of the early 1960s couddsolook forward to the development of large parks, a new

library and(much later)a new recreation centerFurther into the future lay the onset of more
sophisticated tousm marketing facilities, groutdeaking archaeological research and in an
ironicnodto Jam& | Fyyl Qa ¢+ GSN) RS@St2LIYSyid O2YLl yesx
delivery systemat McPhee Reservoir

Typical Cultural Resources lllustrating this Context

The unprecedented rate of growth and wealth during this time period has left a large lefjacy
buildings illustrating this context. They include:
1 Buildings constructed with design characteristics common ptgpular Modernist
Movementstylesof the times
Buildings that have been remodeled to clearly reflect the Modernist Movement style;
Public facilities constructed in response to the population explosion, such as the
Downey, Manaugh and Kemper elementary schools, or Cortez City Hall
1 Chain storegonstructed after 1943%hat have retained character defining features from
before 1960s

1
1

Cortez ha numerous examples of this context. Only the best preserved resources with the
strongest visible connection to this context should be considered for historic designation as
representatives of the numerous similar resources from this time.
1 The buildingsitsould retain their original architectural design and materials.
1 Resources should still retain a strong association with the original historic use.
1 Resources should rank higher in relative importance among similar properties. For
example the resource migle:
0 One of the firsts of its type;
0 A model that introduced a new concegpt influenced other property
development;or
0 The best example of that type of resource or architectural design.
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Survey Results

DevelopmentaHistory ofthe Survey Area

Main Street is the commercial heart of Cortdgusinesses and government offices have lined

its curbs since the town was first platted in 1886. An article inDheango Heraldn 1888

describedCortez as vibrant community with a number of prosperoesterprises on Main

Street, including groce&sand mercantilestores, lawyers and realtorbarsand the post office.

The primary social hall, built for the Woodman of the World, was also on Main. Most of the

buildings were smaillith storefronts no widethan 25 feetand built of wood. They had false

fronts or flat roofs Early Cortez resident Gladys Guillet Hart remembered the streets were
G5dzate Ay &adzYYSNJI 2NJ RNE alLStfa FyR YdzRRE Ay ¢
to 2 by 4 frameswith 10JSy y & ®y | A f & ®¢

Thefew large buildingsn Main Streeincluded livery buildings and large hotel, known as The

Clifton. Thehistoric and current anchor of the downtown is the Stone Block Buil@iNgr6906

located at 2 West Main)which was theshowpieceof the Montezuma Valley Water Supply
Company(which soon became the Colorado Water Supply Company and the Cortez Land and
Investment©@mpanyy 'y R |y SIENIe& K2YS G2 GKS 2FGSNI/ 2YlL
was constructed in 188%ndfeatures promirently in historic photographs of Main Street.

Photograph 2: Main Street in about 1906, with the Hotel Clifton and the Stone Block Building dominating the block.
Photograph from the Cortez Journal December 29, 2014 edition.

% Montezuma County Historical Societ@reat Sage Plain to Timberline: Ofioneer History Volumé Cortez,
Colorado: Montezuma County Historical Socie2909. Page 126.
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The Stone Block Buildisgrvived the perstent and frequent firegshat dogged Main Street.

Two fires that particularly affected the north side of Main in the survey area both occurred in
the fall, in 1908 and 1929. The 1908 fire took out most of the buildmfse blockto the west

of the Sone Block Bilding, and left a favorite local story about how the Guillet Brothers
(whose mercantile businessccupiedpart of the Sone Block Buildinpavertedfire damage by
soaking the Navajo Blankets that they sold in their store dnaghingthem onthe roof of the
building.

Perhaps because of this haedrned knowledge of the firproof value in stone buildings, the
Guillets were among the founders of tiontezuma Valley National BagkMT19093}hat
occupiedanotherstone buildingocatedacross Market Street from their store in 1908ust
east of the bank buildingll of the buildings from about 16 E. Mainttee McEwen Hall
(currently occupied by Love on a Hanger3éttast Main werelost in the fire of 1929

Photograph 3Looking east at the corner of Main and Market StrebtsEwen Hall at 34 East Main is the tall
building in the distance. Fartheastdown Main,the Bozman Garage has been construcgad newly poured
concrete sidewalks are visible in the foregrowtatjng this image to sometime between 19489d1922.
Photographused with permissiofi NRDénveér & Rio Grande Collection (Scan #20005325), History Colorado”
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